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became fainter.    Further disturbances also occurred
at 9.59, 10, 10.2, and 10.5 P.M.1

POSITION  OF THE EPICENTRE.

The innermost isoseismal being too large, and the
time-records too inaccurate, to give the position of
the epicentre, both Commissions resorted to observa-
tions of the direction, Professor Fouque and his
colleagues depending chiefly on the oscillation of
hanging lamps, and Professors Taramelli and Mer-
calli on the fall or displacement of statues and
other objects, and all avoiding as far as possible the
evidence of fissures in buildings.

The Italian observers point out that, among the
divergent directions visible at any place, there is
generally one more distinctly marked than the others,
and this, they consider, corresponds to the movement
coming almost directly from the centre of disturb-'
ance. Plotting these directions (36 in number), they
find that they converge as a rule within the triangle
formed by joining Ventas de Zafarraya, Alhama, and
Jatar, while a large number of them traverse the
elliptical area, whose boundary is represented by the
dotted line in Fig. 19. This area is about 9 miles
long and 2\ miles wide, its longer axis runs nearly

1 The earthquake is also said to have been registered at the observa-
tory of Moncalierij near Turin, but I have not been able to ascertain
the time of occurrence. A movement felt at about 10.20 P.M. at
Ramsbtiry, in Wiltshire, was attributed to the earthquake, though the
time is about an hour too late, On December 26th, an astronomical
clock was stopped at Brussels and its pillar displaced; and, on the
evening of the same clay, the large telescope at the observatory was
also found to have been shifted. These effects, it is suggested, were
caused by the Anclalusian earthquake* but the connection between
them seems to me very doubtful